Press Release : Museum receives major donation

The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses was delighted to receive a large donation of lighthouse artefacts, images and archives recently.

The collection, belonging to John (Ian) Peattie, was gifted to the Museum by his daughter. Ian was an electrician for the Northern Lighthouse Board (NLB) for 38 years. The NLB are the body who maintain all of the lighthouses in Scotland and the Isle of Man. As an electrician, Ian was able to travel to most of the Scottish lights, he became interested in the different lighthouses and began to collect information about them. As a keen photographer Ian also took pictures of the many lighthouses he visited.   

On retirement from the NLB Ian continued his researches, collecting every book which mentioned lighthouses in Scotland and abroad. He also delivered talks to local organisations about the Scottish lighthouses using his own slide collection of images taken while visiting the Scottish lighthouses.

The collection is an invaluable group of photographs, cuttings and research notes which gives a fascinating insight into the public view of lighthouses as well as revealing some of their inner stories.  

Ian Peattie knew his collection was important and left instructions that it should be offered to The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses on his death. 

“The Museum is delighted to be offered this collection” said Director Virginia Mayes-Wright. “Ian Peattie was a true collector and a dedicated researcher, his work will be of great value to the Museum. It is especially poignant that Ian bequeathed his collection to the Museum, he was a regular visitor and will be greatly missed.”

Ends


Notes to Editors

The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses tells the unique story of the lighthouses set up around the coastline of Scotland, their engineering feats and the stories of the people who manned them. 

The Museum is open seven days a week. 

April-June, Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday 12am-5pm.

July-August, Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 11am-6pm.

September & October, Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday 12am-5pm.

November-March, Monday-Saturday 10am-4pm; Sunday 
12am-4pm.

For further information please contact the Director, Virginia Mayes-Wright on 01346 511022 or email director@lighthousemuseum.org.uk.  

