Press Release : Lighthouse Museum Closed for the Winter
The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses closed its doors for the winter for the first time on Monday 31st October 2011. It will reopen on 1st April 2012. 
The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses has been open all year round since it’s inception in 1995, but this year is different. The Museum received a 35% cut in funding from Aberdeenshire Council just four weeks before the beginning of the financial year. The Museum had provided Aberdeenshire Council with information that anything over a 20% cut would have very serious implications for the viability of the Fraserburgh attraction. With little time to do anything other than to drastically reduce costs, the Board decided to operate the Museum seasonally from this year on. 
The Board of The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses have spent the season working on ways to raise external funding, and to save money. Aberdeenshire Council had suggested that there would be no funding for the Museum after March 2013, however this is now off the table. Constructive talks are underway with Aberdeenshire Council to secure a funding deal which would put the Museum on a sustainable footing for the future. 

“This year has been very frustrating for everyone here” said Director Virginia Mayes-Wright “We were shocked by the level of the cuts and the speed we were expected to plan for them. 35% cut with four weeks notice feels like a slap in the face for all the hard work we do.” 

Open all year, The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses brings in £750,000 into the local economy through the spending of our visitors. The Museum holds a nationally Recognised collection of over 100,000 artefacts, archives and images. The Museum is the only lighthouse museum in the UK which tells the story of more than one lighthouse.
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Notes to Editors

The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses tells the unique story of the lighthouses set up around the coastline of Scotland, their engineering feats and the stories of the people who manned them. 

The Museum is open seven days a week. 

April-October, Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday 12am-5pm.

For further information please contact the Director, Virginia Mayes-Wright on 01346 511022 or email director@lighthousemuseum.org.uk.  

