Press Release : Conservators work on major lens

Two conservators from the National Museums Scotland were in Fraserburgh last week working on the lens from the Monach Isles Lighthouse at The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses.

The Monach Isles lens and the accompanying mechanism have been in store at The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses since their donation by the Northern Lighthouse Board. The Monach Isles Lighthouse on the little island of Shillay dates to 1864. Built by David and Thomas Stevenson the light originally shined 18 miles out to sea.  In 1948 it was agreed that the light at the Monachs was no longer necessary, but recently the Northern Lighthouse Board have re-lit the light at the Monach Isles.   

The expert conservators from National Museums Scotland who normally work on the National Museum’s lighthouse collection made the journey to Fraserburgh last week. Their job at The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses was to check the condition of the lens and mechanism. This report will help the Museum to decide whether the Monach lens is safe to put on display. If the conservators find serious damage to either the lens sections or the mechanism the lens could be damaged by being displayed.     

“We need to know that the lens and mechanism are stable” said Director Virginia Mayes-Wright. “This assessment will help us to decide whether we can display the Monach Isles lens and mechanism”.

The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses has a large collection of artefacts and archives in store, for further information please contact Virginia Mayes-Wright on 01346 511022. 

Ends


Notes to Editors

The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses tells the unique story of the lighthouses set up around the coastline of Scotland, their engineering feats and the stories of the people who manned them. 

The Museum is open seven days a week. 

April-June, Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday 12am-5pm.

July-August, Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 11am-6pm.

September & October, Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday 12am-5pm.

November-March, Monday-Saturday 10am-4pm; Sunday 
12am-4pm.

For further information please contact the Director, Virginia Mayes-Wright on 01346 511022 or email director@lighthousemuseum.org.uk.  

