Press Release : Knitting Goes Over The Bridge to Skye

Knitted pole covers from The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses have been sent to Skye to form part of a project to cover the Skye Bridge in knitting. 

Kinnaird Kaleidoscope Knitting, decorating the net drying area at Kinnaird Head, has been a huge success. The project, designed as a bit of fun, has given locals and visitors alike a giggle. 

By the end of the September most of the 185 net drying poles had been covered in brightly coloured knitted ‘lighthouses’.  The patterns, materials and styles varied. Some poles were knitted from left over bailer twine. One volunteer pioneered knitting with plastic bags. 

Once started, the community got involved. Visitors in the Museum’s café on a Wednesday morning met the knitters and were hooked. A group from the United Reform Church produced a set of covers and a pole cover sent from Helmsdale. Others knitted wherever they were, with a member of the Friends knitting on an orchestra trip. 

All in all the view on the walk between the Museum building and Kinnaird Head Lighthouse has been truly brightened up. Staff find visitors, dog walkers, locals and walkers staring at the display with a smile on their face. Even a local fisherman said that he thought the covers brightened up his view from the sea.

“Now the poles have provided such joy it seems sad to take them down” said Museum Director Virginia Mayes-Wright. But Kinnaird Head is known for high winds and some of the covers have suffered badly. A groups of pole covers have been sent to be part of the Skye Bridge project, some have been donated as a guy for the Rosehearty bonfire, others will be left to brighten the Winter days at Kinnaird Head. 

“And the Museum will be keeping two for the future” said Virginia with a smile.

The Friends and The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses would like to thank all who donated wool, knitted poles and contributed to the project. 
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Ends


Notes to Editors

Kinnaird Kaleidoscope Knitting was a project run by the Wednesday group of Friends and volunteers at The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses as part of North East Open Studios.

The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses tells the unique story of the lighthouses set up around the coastline of Scotland, their engineering feats and the stories of the people who manned them. 

The Museum is open seven days a week. 

April-June, Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday 12am-5pm.

July-August, Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 11am-6pm.

September & October, Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday 12am-5pm.

November-March, Monday-Saturday 10am-4pm; Sunday 
12am-4pm.

For further information please contact the Director, Virginia Mayes-Wright on 01346 511022 or email director@lighthousemuseum.org.uk.  

