Press Release : In Residence at the Lighthouse Press Release

Two artists have created artworks as part of Residencies at The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses this month.

The artists, poet Knotbrook Taylor and painter Louise Hewitt, both had an interest in working at The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses. Louise’s Residency has lasted for over a month and has created unusual ‘hidden’ artworks within the Museum exploring the idea of light and spectrums. As part of her current course, Louise was expected to find a partner organisation to enter into a collaboration with, so she asked the Museum. 

“We were delighted to be asked to work in collaboration with Louise” said Director Virginia Mayes-Wright “her work is interesting and imaginative”. 

Working with the poet Knotbrook Taylor was a different story. With an interest in the Maritime environment Knotbrook had written a small number of lighthouse poems before meeting Virginia Mayes-Wright at Wordfringe event at The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses. It was listening to reading of these lighthouse poems that sparked Virginia’s imagination. “It just seemed like an obvious combination”.

Grants were sought from Aberdeenshire Council and the Scottish Book Trust to run the Residency and include sessions for students at Fraserburgh Academy and South Park School. These enabled pupils to listen to a real poet, get some inspiration from the Museum’s wonderful artefacts and try their hand at writing their own lighthouse poem as part of a competition. A poetry reading gave the winning students an opportunity to perform in public and enabled the poet to try out a ‘work in progress’ inspired by the week at the Lighthouse. 

The results of both residencies will evolve over time. Louise Hewitt’s artwork is currently on display hidden in The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses. Knotbrook Taylor’s work will be collected into a small volume of lighthouse poetry to be launched in 2010 in time for the beginning of the celebrations for the 200th Anniversary of the Bell Rock Lighthouse. Poems by all the Winners and Runners Up from Fraserburgh Academy and Southpark School will be on the Museum’s website www.lighthousemuseum.org.uk.

Ends


Notes to Editors

The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses tells the unique story of the lighthouses set up around the coastline of Scotland, their engineering feats and the stories of the people who manned them. 

The Museum is open seven days a week. 

April-June, Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday 12am-5pm.

July-August, Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 11am-6pm.

September & October, Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday 12am-5pm.

November-March, Monday-Saturday 10am-4pm; Sunday 
12am-4pm.

For further information please contact the Director, Virginia Mayes-Wright on 01346 511022 or email director@lighthousemuseum.org.uk.  

