Press Release : Princess Visits Lighthouse

HRH The Princess Royal visited The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses on 14th July to celebrate the opening of ‘Life on the Rocks’ exhibition and unveil a new Bell Rock model. 

During the visit Her Royal Highness met Museum staff, Board Members, and staff from the Café as well as individuals from national organisation and the local community including Acting Lord Lieutenant Joyce Mackie and Provost William Howatson.  Also present were the authors Bella Bathurst and Professor Roland Paxton, and representatives from Historic Scotland, the Northern Lighthouse Board, Aberdeenshire Council, Angus Council, Duff House and Fraserburgh Heritage Centre. 

Her Royal Highness was conduced around the new exhibition called ‘Life on the Rocks’. The exhibition celebrates the 200th anniversary of the building of the Bell Rock Lighthouse. Celebration exhibitions, events and activities will take place across Scotland during the next twelve months.    

The Princess Royal unveiled a new model of the construction of the Bell Rock Lighthouse and talked to local model makers. Poets from the Blue Salt Collective were presented to Her Royal Highness, one of whom Knotbrook Taylor will be publishing a volume of lighthouse poetry in the autumn. Her Royal Highness met volunteers from the museum including the group responsible for the Kinnaird Kaleidoscope Knitting project to cover the net drying poles at Kinnaird Head with knitting.   

“It is such an honour to welcome The Princess Royal to the Museum” said Director Virginia Mayes-Wright

“I was delighted to meet The Princess Royal,” said Guide Kirsten Payne “as a lighthouse keeper’s daughter the Museum is very important to me. It tells my story and it is an honor that this story is recognised nationally.”
For further information about the event, the exhibition ‘Life on the Rocks’ or the 200th Anniversary of the Building of the Bell Rock please contact Museum Director Virginia Mayes-Wright. 

Ends


Notes to Editors

The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses tells the unique story of the lighthouses set up around the coastline of Scotland, their engineering feats and the stories of the people who manned them. 

The Museum is open seven days a week. 

April-June, Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday 12am-5pm.

July-August, Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 11am-6pm.

September & October, Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday 12am-5pm.

November-March, Monday-Saturday 10am-4pm; Sunday 
12am-4pm.

For further information please contact the Director, Virginia Mayes-Wright on 01346 511022 or email director@lighthousemuseum.org.uk.  

