Press Release : Artefacts Go West

Artefacts from The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses have taken a 280 mile journey to the Mull of Galloway this week. 

The Mull of Galloway is Scotland’s most southerly point. The lighthouse was built in 1830 and only converted from paraffin to electricity in 1971. De-manned and automated in 1988, the lighthouse is still run by The Northern Lighthouse Board. 

The lighthouse at the Mull of Galloway is opened to visitors by the South Rhinns Development Trust. Wanting to create displays about the lighthouse, its keepers and influence on the wider community, the Development Trust came to Fraserburgh for advice. After a successful application to the Heritage Lottery Fund the group were back this month to borrow artefacts for the displays.

As an Accredited museum with a Recognised collection, The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses is keen to loan artefacts to other museums and other similar groups. There was much discussion about which artefacts were required to tell the story. Finally images from the stunning Allardyce Collection were selected for the exhibition panels. Artefacts including a fourth order lens, Northern Lighthouse Board issue crockery and a book on clouds used by keepers to give weather reports, were among items packed for the journey. 

But, most excitingly, there were some artefacts for which this was a journey home. The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses have loaned the original fog clock recorder from the Mull of Galloway, back to the South Rhinns Development Trust. A fog clock recorder recorded the amount of time that the fog horn sounded, in the same way a modern tacograph works. 

“It is wonderful to be sending objects out to go on show” said Director Virginia Mayes-Wright. “The museum has to be careful about what we loan but it is better to have objects on display at another attraction than in store”.

The Mull of Galloway display is open seven days a week from Easter until the end of October. The Lighthouse is open at weekends, Bank Holidays and every Monday in July and August.  

Ends


Notes to Editors

The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses tells the unique story of the lighthouses set up around the coastline of Scotland, their engineering feats and the stories of the people who manned them. 

The Museum is open seven days a week. 

April-June, Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday 12am-5pm.

July-August, Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 11am-6pm.

September & October, Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday 12am-5pm.

November-March, Monday-Saturday 10am-4pm; Sunday 
12am-4pm.

For further information please contact the Director, Virginia Mayes-Wright on 01346 511022 or email director@lighthousemuseum.org.uk.  
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