\WEATHER STATION|

AIR PRESSURE

A BAROMETER is an
instrument which
measures AIR
PRESSURE. Air has
weight and pushes down
on everything. Air
pressure is measured in
millibars - mb.

You can measure whether

the air pressure is high or

low.

Atmospheric pressure

changes constantly from

| place to place and hour to
hour.

‘ If air pressure is higher than normal it is called an area of high

pressure or high. Pressure is greatest at sea level. Standard
. atmospheric pressure at sea level is 1,013 mbs. Weather
[ stations keep a close eye on air pressure.

| STEVENSON SCREEN

| At the beginning of these notes you were advised to keep
| thermometers out of direct sunlight.

At weather stations the meteorologists use special boxes to help
them record accurate measurements. It is called a
STEVENSON SCREEN. It protects the instruments from the
\ suns rays and radiation from the ground.

Air can enter freely through vents in the side and circulate
1 around the box.
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[Weather is the condition of the air, in the past, at present and
in the future.

It affects us all. If we know it is going to be sunny we can plan a
picnic. If we can predict that it will rain we may decide to stay
inside.

' Wimbledon tennis matches have been ’rained off’ many times.
| Farmers can decide when to plant crops. Pilots and seafarers
‘ can decide if it is safe to make their journey or not.
i Meteorologists are people who study the weather.

They record temperature, humidity, air pressure, rainfall
| levels and windspeeds.

They help us plan our days.
| It is interesting to find out about changes and patterns in the
| weather.

‘ Making a scrapbook of information can also be helpful.

It could include newspaper cuttings, notes from TV and your
own weather records.

' You could make your own weather map using the information
you have found. Make ’stick on’ clouds and temperatures and
produce your own weather forecast.
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