oastal highway lights

Conserving the lighthouses

In 1997, acreement was reached to transfer nine the NPWS lighthouses
historic lighthouses from the Commonwealth o the
NEW Government. Although the lighthouses are
owned by the NPWS, the operation of the lamps is
still mamaged by NSW Waterways and the Australian

Maririme Safery Aurhoricy.

The NI'WS is currently developing a Conservation

: 3 & . e Plan fe
. Aatiaoement : 3 ; ; - 3
Ruins of a terrace of three lighthouse keepers cotmages Mat HEETIEI and Culrural Tourism Plan for the

at Point Stephans, The camages, oil stores and other lighthouses. This plan will ensure that the lighthouses
buildings were important components of each are conserved and visitors can enjoy the full cultural
ightheisisecomplex: and heritage values of these powerful monumenrs.,

Each lighthouse has a distincrive architectural
Constant maintenance characrer and combination of natural and colrral
landscape fearures. The NPWS will highlight these
characteristics, while

Lightsration buildings were continually

individu
showeasing the nine lighrhouses
as linked 'constal highway

Bartered by rain, wind and salesprav and
required a constant program of maintenance,

Afrer spendine the nighr working four-hour lights', The surrounding national
shifts to operate the lamp, lighthouse parks will be managed to stress
keepers had ro elean the lanterm equipment the coasral isolavion and narural
every day. They also had to regularly polish landscape of these remote places.

all of the lishtstation's metalwork o stop
corrasion. 1 he external surfaces of all
buildings needed painting every few years.

[n their lictle spare cime, the lichthouse

familics tried to tum the rogeed landscape

into something more tamiliar. They laid

siths and planted small sardens and
F I

orchards. Many of these parches of exaoric

; i NEW
plantings survive today, clustered around MNATIONAL

m.:._ TS CRTIHT _.._:_.E_:mx. PARKS Al Romantic wﬂgu..,m_.n..w._.._..w more _..NNN;_D_._
w5 ; - E
In general, however, lighthouse keepers made oAl St

development of safe coastik

lietle fmpact oo the lardy coastal sreas.
Many of these natural environments are now
part of natiomal parks and other WIWS
protecred arcas. Some, particularly those an
offshore islands, provide grear bases for

o b ; i ey
st rrucficicd 3 . T . 1% ..2.?4_—."_2.}_.

wildlite research.
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